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me when I was three. It's just that 1 learn things for a t<»st or for
the next day (temporarily, that is) and then forget them. This is
true only with work connected with subjects in which 1 am not or
think I am not particularly interested.
The school can help the students in this prohlem by teaching
effective methods o£ study. It, does, to some extent, but. not, quite
enough. If J try to fool mysell into thinking that I really want
to learn something, it usually "sticks" xvith me indefinitely. lit this
way, I am ahle to conquer one; of my problems,
I find it much easier to establish friendly relationships with fellow
students than with teachers. Of course this is quite comprehensible,
for one can usually get along much better with those of his own age
than with those older and more experienced.
It is natural for teachers to feel at least slightly aloof as far as real
friendship with students is concerned. Hy friendship, I mean a fond
relationship and complete understanding. I don't think it will cvw
he much different. I have had one teacher in ten years whom I con*
sider a real friend as well as a perfect, instructor.
However, it is usually not, too difficult to got along with teachers,
I find that, by treating them fairly and doing my best, that 1 re<eivo.
the same treatment.
The younger and more modern teachers are attempting to place
themselves on an equal basts with the pupils. However, in most in-
stances, they have a long way to go.41
More emphasis is being- given to examining the influence
of the immediate environment and the social patterns and
customs in an endeavor to find the basis of many attitudes
and forms of behavior formerly attributed to the process of
physiological maturing. The situation as perceived by the
individual is dynamic; it evokes certain behavior- Certain
Gestalt psychologists think of these environmental factors
as forces acting psychologically upon the individual some-
what in the way that physical forces act upon inanimate
objects. The analogy, however, is not perfect because the
make-up and present condition of the human organism
limits the things that are perceived in the environment and
the responses that are made.
The individual's status changes as he passes from child-
hood to adulthood. The attitude of every member of the
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